












 

Interagency Consultation Handbook Online 

 

www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-
library/pdf/esa_section7_handbook.pdf  



 

Federal Agency Actions and Consultations 

 
All other Federal agencies shall, in 
consultation with and with the assistance of 
the Secretary, utilize their authorities in 
furtherance of the purposes of this Act by 
carrying out programs for the 
conservation of endangered species and 
threatened species listed pursuant to section 4 
of this Act. 



Integrating 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) 

 

• 7(a)(1) should frame the context of every section 7 
consultation. 

• Think about whether the project/program is consistent 
with conservation of endangered and threatened 
species (individual project and 
cumulatively/programmatically). 

• If it isn’t, what measures can be implemented by the 
federal agency or applicant to make the project 
consistent with 7(a)(1) ? 

 



Benefits of Implementing 7(a)(1) 
By ensuring that all Federal agencies are assisting in 

furthering the conservation of listed species, we will: 
•  Be more likely to fulfill the purposes of the Act 

(recovery) and quicken the time to delisting 
• Streamline all 7(a)(2) consultations and reduce overall 

consultation workload 
•  Add predictability and regulatory certainty for short and 

long term planning 
•  Balance conservation with the agency’s primary 

missions thereby reducing action agency resource 
conflicts, project delays, administrative appeals, and 
ESA-related litigation 



Benefits of Implementing 7(a)(1)- 
Cont’d 

 
•   Enable agencies to leverage additional funds for 

conservation measures by identifying them in recovery 
plans, SSAs and in 7(a)(1) plans 

•  Reduce the chance of controversial and jeopardy 
consultations 

•  Promote numerous, positive conservation outreach 
opportunities 

•  Create management flexibility for implementation of 
core mission activities  

•  Decrease probability of listing of other candidate species 
and preclude additional consultation workload 

 



 

 

Each Federal agency shall, in consultation 
with the [Service] insure that any action 
authorized, funded, or carried out by such 
agency . . . is not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of any endangered 
species or threatened species or result in 
the destruction or adverse modification of 
[critical] habitat . . . 



 
 A: The species/critical  

habit may be present  

and the proposed federal 
action, may affect a listed 
species and/or designated 
critical habitat 
 



No Effect to 
Species/Critical  
Habitat  

May Affect Species  
or Critical Habitat 

Likely to Adversely 
Affect 

Beneficial 
Effects 

Not Likely to  
Adversely Affect 

Insignificant/ 
Discountable 
Effects 

FORMAL 
Consultation 

Jeopardy/Destruction or 
Adverse Mod. 
 

Non-Jeopardy/ 
No Destruction or  
Adverse Mod. 

FWS Written 
Concurrence 

Your call! 

Endangered Species Act – Section 7 
= Informal = Formal 



http://www.fws.gov/ 
northeast/ 
ecologicalservices/ 
endangeredspecies.html 

Getting Started: Northeast 
Region’s Endangered Species 
Web Page and Project Review 
Link.  Get species list and 
project review 
recommendations. 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/



